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American Legal Structure
The American legal system is comprised of various critical elements that define the fundamentals of American common law. Some of the key principles that run across various perceptions concerning American law include the effect of precedent, which involves the principle of stare decisis. This is a definition of principle enshrined in the common law that requires that the legal system should follow the rulings of higher-level courts that fall within the same jurisdiction. It is from the legacy and practices of stare decisis that predictable and consistent judicial bodies have emerged. Court hierarchy is another principle that defines the American legal system. Court hierarchy or level describes to what extent a decision made by one court will impact the on another court (Hemmens et al., 2009). For instance, the federal court system is centered on a three-bound design, whereby the U.S  district courts are referred to as the trial level hierarchy courts, the U.S court of appeals is regarded as first hierarchy court of appeal; while the U.S Supreme is treated as the final arbiter of the judicial structure.
Another perception is inbounded in the jurisdiction part of the law, which has two critical roles in the American land (Hemmens et al., 2009). Jurisdiction means the formal role of the court to practice judicial mandate on a given matter. Another meaning of jurisdiction is the geographical spread of courts on given levels. For example, there is only one Supreme Court, 13 circuits of the court of appeals and 94 district courts. Additionally, every state court constitutes regional jurisdiction. The judicial system in America constructed on a structure of decentralism. While the federal government owns great powers, the respective states hold powers that are not individually enumerated at the federal level. Most states possess structures that reflect the federal court structure. 
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